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Invitation to our Annual Luncheon
You are warmly invited, along with family and friends, 
to attend our Annual Luncheon on Saturday 18 
October in Ballarat, Victoria. Please note the new 
venue: Oscar’s Hotel and Bar. The Luncheon will 
start at 12.00pm for 12.30pm. Please see details on the 
enclosed leaflet. 

Clockwise: The Jänschwalde Women’s Choir, Palm Sunday Concert 2025; Detail of costume embroidery, Jänschwalde 
Museum (see pages 6–8); Scale model of the Pribislaw (see pages 2–5).  
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Visitors from Werben,  
September 2025–February/March 2026
Two young Wendish women, Vera Guttke and Anna 
Hotzan, will be visiting Australia from Werben in the 
Spreewald region of Germany. We are very pleased to 
have Vera and Anna as Guest Speakers at our Annual 
Luncheon. Please see details on the enclosed leaflet. 

Country Tour, 4–8 May 2026 
Save the date! Planning is underway for a tour of the 
Ararat and Stawell areas in Victoria, running from 
Monday 4 May to Thursday 7 May (inclusive).  
Participants are welcome to join for the full tour or 
selected days.  Details of the proposed itinerary will be 
shared closer to the time.   

40th Anniversary of our Society, 2026
This milestone Anniversary will be celebrated at our 
October Luncheon next year. 
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Calendar of upcoming events

Descendants’ Day 175th Anniversary 
Celebrations of the Arrival of the 
Pribislaw and Establishment of 
Westgarthtown, Sunday 2 March 2025
The Anniversary Celebrations were held at 
Ziebell’s Farmhouse Museum and Heritage Garden  
(100 Gardenia Road, Thomastown, Victoria) on 
Sunday 2 March from 11.00am onwards. The special 
program included the launch of the scale model of 
the Pribislaw by Dirk Weissleder from Germany. 
Another highlight was a special 175th Thanksgiving 
Service in the Thomastown Lutheran Church.
11.00am–4.00pm: A Friends of Westgarthtown stall 
included books and Pribislaw mementoes for sale. 
A display by the Wendish Heritage Society Aust. 
(the Graff, Grützner, Rosel, Wuchatsch and Zimmer 
families were Wendish) included a Wendish woman’s 
costume. The City of Whittlesea display featured 
German street names. 
11.45am–12.45pm: Participants brought their own 
picnic lunch, or purchased from the sausage sizzle.
12.45pm–1.00 pm: Group photographs were taken. 
1.00pm–1.30pm: Speeches were given by Bek Vagg 
(Descendants’ Day Committee), Rob Wuchatsch 
(Friends of Westgarthtown), Betty Huf (Wendish 
Heritage Soc. Aust.), Cr Christine Stow (City of 
Whittlesea) and Lyndel Wischer (Ziebell’s Farmhouse 
Museum and Heritage Garden). Presentations were 
then made to the oldest and youngest Westgarthtown 
descendants present. 

1.30pm–1.40pm: The Pribislaw model was launched 
by Dirk Weissleder.
1.45pm–2.45pm: Pribislaw talks were given by Rob 
Wuchatsch and Dirk Weissleder, followed by a Q & A 
session. The exchange of information by descendants 
of passengers was moderated by John Fry. 
1.45pm–3.30pm: Westgarthtown heritage precinct 
walks included visits to Siebel’s farmhouse at 77 
Mount View Rd, Thomastown; self-guided tours of 
Thomastown Lutheran Cemetery and Graff, Maltzahn 
and Wuchatsch farmhouses. 
3.00pm–3.30pm: A Thanksgiving Service was led by 
Pastor Colin Huf at Thomastown Lutheran Church. 
The Organist was John Noack. 
4.00pm: Close. 

Past Events

Rob Wuchatsch delivering his speech at the 175th 
Anniversary Celebrations.

Lifelong Support for Care Leavers in Australia 
and New Zealand
CLAN (Care Leavers Australasia Network) offers 
lifelong support for care leavers in Australia and 
New Zealand. It represents and supports people 
raised in Australian and New Zealand orphanages, 
children’s homes, missions and foster care. CLAN 
was started “by care leavers, for care leavers”. 
Tel: 1800 008 774. Address: PO Box 164, Georges 
Hall, NSW 2198. Email: support@clan.org.au 
Website: clan.org.au
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Speech by Rob Wuchatsch, President of the 
Friends of Westgarthtown
On 2 February 1850, 175 years and one month ago, 
the Pribislaw sailed into Hobson’s Bay and anchored 
off Williamstown. The voyage, from Hamburg via Rio 
de Janeiro, took almost six months. Today the journey 
would take just 24 hours by air.

On 6 March 1850, 175 years ago next Thursday, 
William Westgarth and John Stanley Carr purchased 
640 acres of land here on behalf of Germans and 
Wends from the Pribislaw and other German ships 
which had arrived in 1849/50. By 27 March 1850, it 
was reported that the settlers were in possession of 
this land, where they proceeded to build many now 
heritage listed bluestone buildings, such as Ziebell’s 
Farmhouse where we are now and what is today 
Australia’s oldest operating Lutheran Church. They 
specialised in dairy farming, later establishing Pura 
Milk. Sadly, their descendants suffered considerable 
persecution during the First World War, for which 

none of the perpetrators were ever brought to account.
As the Pribislaw’s arrival was the catalyst for the 

establishment of Westgarthtown, it is fitting we 
celebrate both anniversaries here today. Think forward 
another 175 years and it will be the year 2,200, a very 
long time away. Thank you to everyone who has 
come along today to help us celebrate these significant 
anniversaries. 

Westgarthtown descendants are justly proud of their 
German or Wendish heritage. Most people here today 
have either Pribislaw or Westgarthtown ancestry, or 
both, such as Cr Christine Stow, who will speak 
shortly. Westgarthtown is a very special place, a living 
museum and fascinating case study into Australian 
immigration and settlement. The City of Whittlesea 
has been successively populated by waves of migrants 
from many parts of the world.

We are honoured today to have Dirk Weissleder 
as our special guest. Dirk, who is Chairman of 
the German genealogical association Deutsche 

Our Society’s display at the 175th Anniversary Celebrations. Clockwise: Detail of Wendish head dress embroidery;  
our Banner and the Bev Gotzky costume; the Lusatian flag; brochures and information sheets; books and Wendish 
costume dolls.  
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Past Events …continued

Arbeitgemeinshaft Genealogischer Verbanden and 
co-founder and Vice-President of the International 
German Genealogy Partnership, had a relative aboard 
the Pribislaw. Dirk was instrumental in us obtaining 
a beautifully crafted 1:40 scale model of the Pribislaw 
for Ziebell’s Farmhouse Museum in 2020 and he will 
officially launch that model shortly. Dirk was originally 
going to launch this model for us in 2020 for the 
170th anniversary of the Pribislaw’s arrival but Covid 
intervened. Welcome Dirk.

In conclusion, I must thank Bek Vagg and her 
Descendants’ Day committee for making today happen. 
And I can’t finish without a special mention of our 
Friends of Westgarthtown Secretary Doretta Belot’s 
tireless work leading up to this year’s Descendants’ 
Day. Thanks Doretta – your efforts have been simply 
incredible.

ROB WUCHATSCH

Honouring the Wendish Pioneers of 
Westgarthtown
We thank Betty Huf for the following speech: 
I extend Greetings to you all from the Wendish 
Heritage Society Australia, an organisation that 
represents and promotes the Wendish culture amongst 
their descendants in Australia. Here at Westgarthtown 
today we are thinking of all the families who arrived 
and settled here, and we note that five of them were 
of Wendish descent: Graff, Rosel, Wuchatsch and 
Zimmer who arrived on the Pribislaw 175 years ago, 
and the Grützner family who arrived in 1849.

They left their Wendish homeland in Lusatia, a 
predominately rural region in Eastern Saxony and 
southern Brandenburg, south-east of Berlin. Although 
German-speaking, Wends, who are the smallest of 
Europe’s eleven Slavonic nations, have retained their 
own language which is similar to their Slavic neighbours 
the Czechs and Poles. 

Wends have a rich cultural heritage, distinct from 
their German neighbours. They have preserved unique 
traditions including various festivals and events centred 
around nature and the seasons, as well as the church 
year, in particular Easter and Christmas. At these 
celebrations which often involve lively music, singing 
and dancing, it is usual to see colourful folk costumes 
displaying intricate embroidery. Faith and family were 
central to their lives, and they carried these values 
across the world to their new home in Australia. 

Leaving behind the familiar landscapes of Lusatia 
would not have been easy but these families braved the 
long and uncertain voyages and settled here to create 
this community of Wendish and German families at 
Westgarthtown. Through their hard work they built 
successful farms, establishing a thriving agricultural 
settlement, known for its dairy farms, sturdy stone 

cottages, and a strong sense of community. On this 
175th Anniversary day, you, the descendants and 
friends of those early settlers, can be proud of the 
heritage that you have inherited. Your attendance here 
is also ensuring that you remember to celebrate their 
contributions, and that their stories live on for future 
generations. Thank you.

BETTY HUF

Top: Wendish costume dolls. Middle: Pastor Colin 
Huf leading the Thanksgiving Service in Thomastown 
Lutheran Church, with John Noack as organist. Bottom:  
Betty Huf delivering her speech at the 175th Anniversary 
Celebrations.  



Launch by Dirk Weissleder of the Scale Model of 
the Pribislaw 
We thank Dirk Weissleder for the following speech:
Ladies and Gentlemen,
It is with joy and honour I am here with you today. 
Thank you to all who made my trip possible – thanks to 
Robert Wuchatsch and the Friends of Westgarthtown 
– and to Ziebell´s Farmhouse Museum and Heritage 
Garden.

I am 16,000 km away from home – that is a quite a 
distance! This is my second visit to Australia – this visit 
was planned for April 2020 – but cancelled because 
of Covid. Today – five years later – I am with you to 
officially launch this beautiful replica of the Pribislaw 
to the public, which means a lot to me. Today we 
gather and celebrate the 175th anniversary of the arrival 
of the Pribislaw at Port Phillip on 2 February 1850. We 
are lucky to know many details about the Mecklenburg 
barque Pribislaw that was built and launched in March 
1847.

We know about the captain of the Pribislaw; the crew 
members; and about the ship’s voyages to Australia, 
New Orleans and New York with German emigrants 
on board. We also know about the routes this sailing 
ship took between 1847 and 1870.

Today we celebrate with descendants of Pribislaw 
passengers to Australia. We welcome the arrival of 
the smaller of two replica sisters. One is in Ribnitz-

Damgarten, the place of construction and the second is 
here in Westgarthtown. Even with a delay of five long 
years we are grateful – and we should not take anything 
for granted.

As the barque Pribislaw was baptized in March 
1847, I would like to give a toast in this historic 
moment today, 2 March 2025. Thanks to all who 
made this replica possible: Mario Vetter in Ribnitz 
who built it – and all who arranged transport of the 
model to Australia – by plane this time. May this 
replica symbolize the fate of all people who have been 
involved, and on board the original Pribislaw. May this 
replica remind us of those families and single passengers 
on their trip from Hamburg, via Rio de Janeiro, to Port 
Philip here in Australia. And may this replica stand 
for active memory, presentation and research of this 
impressive story of the Pribislaw that has not yet come 
to an end – but still continues – through times and 
over generations.

You will see and understand what I mean by a 
surprise activity later (an outline of the Pribislaw was 
marked out on the land behind Ziebell´s Farmhouse 
and guests were symbolically welcomed on board).

Let us now show both our gratitude for the past and 
confidence in the future to come.
Cheers, Pribislaw!

DIRK WEISSLEDER

55

The exhibits, including the 1:40 scale model of the Pribislaw, in Ziebell’s Farmhouse Museum. Inset: Special guest Dirk 
Weissleder addressing the crowd at the 175th Anniversary Celebrations.  PHOTOS: CATHERINE GOSLING
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Easter Tour in Lusatia,  
6 April–5 May 2025
Following the success of the Hochkirch Easter and 
Homelands Tour of 2023 and the considerable 
interest shown, Betty and Colin Huf led another 
tour to experience Easter in Lusatia. The tour was 
an outstanding success. There were 14 participants 
who visited the ancestral villages of their Wendish 
forebears in Lusatia, as well as the villages of German 
ancestors in other parts of Germany and Poland. 

An article about the Tour, written by Arnd Sobe, 
was published in the Wendish magazine Pomhaj Bóh 
in May 2025. We thank Trudla Malinkowa for the 
following translation.

Jutry w domiznje prjedownikow, Pomhaj Bóh 
(2025) 5, p.5
Translation from Wendish with the help of Google-
translator, Trudla Malinkowa, 7 May 2025

Easter in the Homeland of their Ancestors 
Descendants of Wendish emigrants from Australia 
repeatedly visit Lusatia. Betty and Colin Huf are 
descendants of the Wends who emigrated to Australia 
from the Hochkirch area in the mid-19th century. 
They live in the village of Tarrington, formerly known 
as Hochkirch/Bukecy. They first visited their ancestors’ 
homeland in 2005 and several times thereafter. This 
year at Easter, they came with a group of 14 descendants 
of Wendish emigrants to experience Easter in Lusatia.

Good Friday 
After spending several days in Lower Lusatia and 
Dresden, the group arrived in Bautzen on Good Friday 
morning. At the “Wjelbik” restaurant the visitors were 
welcomed not only with good food, but also by the 
Domowina chairman, Dawid Statnik. As a Catholic 
Christian, he told the guests about the tradition of 
Easter Riding and his personal experiences as a long-
time Easter Rider in the Ralbitz procession. 

In the afternoon, the Australian guests celebrated the 
Wendish Good Friday service with Holy Communion 
in St. Michael’s Church. Afterwards, their leader, 
Betty Huf, who is also the President of the Wendish 

Past Events …continued

Top: Jänschwalde Women’s and “Frohsinn” Men’s Choirs at the 2025 Palm Sunday Concert in Jänschwalde church.  
Bottom L–R:  Two young ladies in Bautzen, Easter Saturday; Wedding costume display, Jänschwalde Museum; Two 
members of the Jänschwalde Women’s Choir; Lunch at Wjelbik Sorbian restaurant in Bautzen. L–R:  Dawid Statnik, 
Betty Huf, Jenny Sorell, Colin Huf, Malcolm Sargent, Ian Huppatz.
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association Wendish Heritage Society Australia, 
welcomed all attendees. Together, the visitors sang a 
Good Friday hymn in English. In a short presentation, 
retired Pastor Jan Mahling introduced St. Michael’s 
Church and the parish to the visitors.

Visiting the Villages of the Ancestors
A visit to the villages from which the Wendish 
ancestors originated is essential during a stay in 
Lusatia. Accompanied by Trudla Malinkowa, the 
Australians set off on Friday afternoon to Ebendörfel, 
Großpostwitz, and Eulowitz, south of Bautzen. On 
Saturday afternoon, they embarked on a tour through 
the eastern villages of Bautzen, which led via Baschütz, 
Kumschütz, Rackel, Cortnitz, Gröditz, Kuppritz, 
Hochkirch, Steindörfel, Meschwitz, and Döhlen back 
to Bautzen. 

In several villages, the guests were able to admire 
historic houses and farms as their ancestors had known 
them. In Baschütz, the old school dating back to 1838, 
which some of the emigrants had attended as children, 
was particularly interesting. In Gröditz, seeing the 
old baptismal font, which had also been used at the 
baptisms of some of their ancestors, was very moving. 
In a small forest near Rachlau, the visitors witnessed 
the village youths’ Easter shooting. In Döhlen, a lavish 
coffee table awaited them in the Siemens family’s 
hospitable home. During a walk through the village, 
they visited the birthplace of Pastor Jan Kilian, who 
once led the Wends to Texas.

Easter Sunday 
The Easter Sunday program began early at 6 a.m. 
with Easter singing in Wuischke. A total of around 

Easter Riders departing from Ralbitz (Rosenthal). Inset: Tour members at the Dawn service, Wuischke. L–R: Ian 
Huppatz, Jenny Sorell, Sandra Hayward and Lorraine Kempf.
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Annual General Meeting,  
Saturday 31 May 2025
The venue was the meeting room at St Aidan’s, 12 
Surrey St, Box Hill South, Victoria. We thank those 
who attended or appointed proxies. 

We had 12 people in attendance, 6 apologies and 
29 proxies. President Betty Huf welcomed everyone 
and conveyed greetings from Sandra Hayward, Ian 
Huppatz, Ed & Gladys Koch and Trudla Malinkowa. 

The following Office Bearers were re-elected: 
President Betty Huf, Vice President Mick Ampt, 
Secretary Glenys Wollermann, and Treasurer Rob 
Wuchatsch. Current Committee members were also 
re-elected: Alexandra Frew, Jenny Gellatly, Catherine 
Gosling, Colin Huf, Clay Kruger, Beryl Nagorcka, 
Moira Nagorcka and Bronwyn Schier. 

In her President’s Report, Betty Huf 
gave a summary of activities undertaken 
since our last AGM. Our Committee 
held meetings on four occasions. Our 
Annual Luncheon was held at the 
Maple Palace Restaurant in Ballarat on 

5 October 2024. Prior to our Luncheon, 28 people met 
at the Deutscher premises on Creswick Road, Ballarat, 
for a tour of their engineering works, led by Peter 
Deutscher. 

Thirty-three people attended the Luncheon. Guest 
Speakers Peter Deutscher and his brother Rob gave 
a presentation on the development of the Deutscher 
family’s engineering works in Ballarat, which 
celebrated its 100th anniversary in 2023. Mary Ann 
Callinan displayed her treasured family heirloom, a 
200 year old sewing box, made in Hochkirch, Saxony 
by Michael Schmidt and presented to his sister Agnes 
Burger, in 1825.

For our 2025 Luncheon, we hope to have as our 
Guest Speakers Vera Guttke and Anna Hotzan, two 
young ladies from Werben who will visit Australia in 
September and explore the country for 5-6 months. 
Whilst in Werben recently, Betty met with Vera and 
Anna and their parents. The girls are enthusiastic about 
sharing aspects of their culture with us, even to the 
extent of bringing a traditional costume with them! 

Our Wendish News continues to be acknowledged 
for the quality of its articles and production. We 

60 worshippers gathered at the Paulick family’s farm. 
Well-known Easter hymns were sung in Wendish and 
German. The Easter story according to Mark was read 
in Wendish as the Gospel. Pastor Haenchen’s sermon 
was also in Wendish, with a German translation on 
the program sheets. The intercessions and prayers were 
bilingual, and the Lord’s Prayer was in Wendish. The 
Australian guests enriched the service with two songs 
in English. The Easter brass band provided a fitting 
conclusion. 

The Australian visitors then enjoyed breakfast 
together in the parish hall in Hochkirch. In their free 
time until the festive service, they visited the cemetery 
and the church. Instead of a sermon, the children of the 
parish presented a musical about the Easter events in 
Jerusalem two thousand years ago. 

After the service, Pastor Thomas Haenchen 
accompanied the visitors to Easter lunch at the “Zur 
Linde” inn in Lehndorf. Before the meal, everyone 
sang the Wendish hymn of thanksgiving, “Come, Lord 
Jesus.” 

Daniel Sobe from Bischofswerda accompanied the 
guests in the afternoon. Thanks to his English skills, 
he was able to answer many questions competently. 
Together, the visitors travelled to the Easter Riders 
in Ralbitz, where they explored the special cemetery 
there and witnessed the farewell of the Wittichenau 
procession, which, after riding around three times, 
made its way home. The journey continued to 
Panschwitz-Kuckau, where they visited the monastery 

and welcomed the local Easter Riders home. A special 
experience was the concluding song by the Easter 
Riders in the monastery courtyard. 

Afterwards, the Australian group went to dinner 
at the inn in Jiedlitz. On Monday morning, they 
left Lusatia and travelled on to Poland, where they 
visited several places important for the emigration to 
Australia. 

ARND SOBE

Past Events …continued

The 2025 Easter Tour group. L–R: Lorraine Kempf, 
Christine Modra, Colin Huf, Jenny Sorell, David Zweck, 
Betty Huf, Alex Frew, Dawid Statnik in his Easter Rider 
costume, Sandra Hayward, Ian Huppatz, Jenny Gellatly, 
Meg Huebner, John Modra, Malcolm Sargent. 

PHOTOS:  JENNY GELLATLY, BETTY HUF
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did not conduct a Country Tour in March this 
year. Instead we attended the Descendants’ Day at 
Westgarthtown on 2 March 2025. Our Society set 
up an information table and a display of Bev Gotzky’s 
Wendish costume. The 175th Anniversary of the 
arrival of the Pribislaw and the establishment of 
Westgarthtown was commemorated on the day, with 
various activities, memorabilia and speeches. Dirk 
Weissleder, President of the DAGV (the umbrella 
organisation of genealogical and heraldic associations 
in Germany) was a special guest. He was honoured to 
launch the model of the Pribislaw. 

Colin and Betty Huf, together with Zweck Tours, 
organised a tour from 7 April to 5 May 2025 for 
14 participants to experience Easter in Lusatia. The 
group experienced Wendish culture at a concert 
in the Lutheran church in Jänschwalde and on a 
canal ride from Lübbenau to the Freiland Museum 
in Lehde. Other memorable experiences were the 
traditional Easter celebrations, including Easter 
Riding, the Catholic tradition of men riding their 
horses from village to village on Easter Sunday whilst 
singing Resurrection hymns in Wendish. Everyone in 
the group was able to visit their ancestral villages in 
Lusatia, Germany and Poland, which was an emotional 
experience for many. A visit to the Klemzig church 
enabled all to gain an insight into the circumstances 
that motivated those parishioners to emigrate. 

We are now officially the proud owners of a dance 
costume of the Protestant Sorbs of the Bautzen region, 
which was formerly owned by Beverley Gotzky (1942–
2023). On 19 April 2025, Betty signed a Deed of 
Handover in Bautzen, together with Andrea Paulik 
(Exhibition Director, Sorbian Museum Bautzen) and 
Gunther Lehmann (original donor of the costume). 

Betty gave details of future plans: the compilation 
of a complete list of Wendish immigrants; a register 
of Wendish heritage in Australia; the publication of 
translated letters written by Wendish immigrants to 
their relatives and friends back in Lusatia; and additions 
to our website. A substantial donation was received by 

our Society last year, and the Committee is investigating 
ways to use this to benefit Wendish descendants in 
Australia. It is envisaged that contact will be made with 
a researcher in Lusatia to discover information about 
the lives of our ancestors prior to emigration (location 
of homes, genealogical information, land records etc.) 
This information could then be posted on our website.  

Betty extended thanks to members for supporting 
our Society and to the Committee for their work during 
the past year. Betty specifically acknowledged the work 
of Secretary/Newsletter Editor Glenys Wollermann, 
Treasurer Rob Wuchatsch and his Assistant, Clay 
Kruger. The 3 extra members on the Committee 
have contributed new ideas and enthusiasm. Betty 
thanked Catherine Gosling and Alex Frew for using 
their expertise and teaching experience to design a new 
section for our website. This was uploaded with the 
assistance of our website consultant, Mick Ampt. This 
excellent addition to our website can be found under 
Research/Who are the Wends/Cultural Activities. It is 
planned to add more segments like this to our website. 

Betty concluded with a Wendish blessing, Bóh budź 
z tobu, doniž so zaso njewidźimy (God be with you till 
we meet again!) 

Treasurer Rob Wuchatsch presented 
the Annual Financial Statement for 2024. 
He reported that the total credit monies 
held in accounts as at 31 December 
2024 was $33,174.96. The increase in 
monies held in bank accounts from 1 

January 2024 to 31 December 2024 was $1,063.04. 
This increase includes $1,103.27 FoLAV (Friends of 
Lutheran Archives – Victoria) funds, held in trust. 
These funds will be transferred to FoLA in South 
Australia when FoLAV is finally wound up. It was 
decided that there will be no increase in membership 
fees for the coming year. The proposed Budget for 
2025, based on the 2024 Budget, was accepted. 

Please note: Membership invoices for 2026 are enclosed 
with this Newsletter. 

Thank you to our donors
We sincerely thank our members who have made donations to the work of our Society, in addition to 
paying for their memberships. The following are the names of donors from 1 August 2024 to 31 July 2025: 

M. Adams; R. Albert; G. Allen; R. & J. Ballinger; L. Bennett; R. Bransdon-Parkes; D. Brown; B. Burger;  
E. Burger; J. & J. Burger; D. Burke; J. & M. Callinan; C. Comas; M. E. Dalziel; B. Davies; D. Deutscher;  
P. Eagles; W. & J. Edwards; C. Elmore; G. Escreet; C. Freeman; A. Frew; C. Gosling; C. Green; H. Handreck;  
E. Hayden; S. Hayward; B. Healy; C. & E. Huf; I. Huppatz; R. A. Jarick; P. Jenke; J. & A. Keller; E. & G. Koch; 
J. Kollosche; M. & R. Kramer; A. Lueders; L. Maggs; M. Matuschka; T. Modra; B. & M. Nagorcka; B. Proposch; 
P. A. Richardson; M. K. Robson; G. Saegenschnitter; A. Salzke; J. Scheetz; B. Schier; G. Schilg; G. Uebergang;  
B. van Elst; and J. Williams.
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What’s new in the Library?
Natimuk District Pioneers: Celebrating 150 Years from First Land Selection in the 
Natimuk District on 21st September 1871, compiled by Colin Haustorfer. 

This book was published to celebrate 150 years since land was first selected in the Natimuk 
district in Victoria by Heinrich Ernst Eduard (Ernst) Haustorfer and Heinrich Christian 
Nathanael (Henry) Speher at Lake Natimuk on 21st September 1871, and to acknowledge 
the huge contributions made by the early Natimuk District Pioneer families who selected 
land. 

This story gives brief histories of some of the pioneer families and presents some of the 
history of Natimuk and the surrounding area. Colin Haustorfer found information about 
these early families scattered throughout family history books, on the internet, in old 
newspapers and in the excellent series of books about Natimuk history written by Allan 
Lockwood. The focus is on land selector families, including photos, historical documents 
and extracts from existing writings when appropriate. 

We thank Colin Haustorfer for donating a copy of this book to our Society’s Library. The 
book is available for purchase from the Arapiles Historical Society in Natimuk, Victoria. 

Proposch and Giese family photograph album

We thank Robyn Collins for donating her family heirloom photograph album to our Society. 

The album contains early photographs of Proposch and Giese family members. Some 
are identified and others are not. We are grateful for this addition to our family history 
records.

Wendish Folklore: its Legends, Traditions and Customs by Wilibald von Schulenburg

This book contains the knowledge gleaned by von Schulenburg during his stay in the 
area around Schleife that lay between Upper and Lower Lusatia. The book remained 
untranslated for 140 years and its contents were therefore a mystery to English-speaking 
people. This translation by Peter Barker for the Texas Wendish Heritage Society enables 
the knowledge about Wendish folklore to be shared widely, giving readers an insight into 
the Lusatian Wendish world. 

Festivals and Folk Customs of the Sorbs (Wends) by Edmund Schneeweis [Translation 
produced by Weldon Mersiovsky.]

Edmund Schneeweis has not only documented the various customs, superstitions and 
traditions of the Wends/Sorbs of Lusatia, he explains how they developed, why they 
were necessary and how there is a universality among the Slavic tribes of Eastern Europe. 
Weldon Mersiovsky of the Texas Wendish Heritage Society located volunteers from 
around the world to translate this book into English. 

The above two books are available for purchase from the Wend/Sorb Society of South Australia Inc. The price for each 
book is $50, plus $10 postage. Contact Ruth Walter, 43 Clifton Street, Prospect SA 5082. Tel. 08 8269 7168; mobile 
0435 211 606; email ruth.walter43@gmail.com Please make cheques or money orders payable to Wend/Sorb Society 
of South Australia, or contact Ruth Walter for EFT details. 
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The Wends in South Australia: Their Heritage Trail published by the Wend/Sorb 
Society of South Australia

This new 96 page book contains a wealth of information about the 6 Wendish settlement 
sites (Hope Valley, Rosedale, Ebenezer, Neukirch, St Kitts and Peters Hill). It also includes 
the history of the Wends in Europe and Australia, shipping lists to South Australia, maps 
showing the villages in Lusatia, and a list of Wendish family names in Australia. There are 
many photos, some in colour. 

We thank Lyall Kupke for donating this book to our Library. The book is available for 
purchase for $25, plus $10 postage. Contact Ruth Walter (see details page 10). 

Sorbian Monuments by Trudla Malinkowa

This book has been translated into English by Dr David Zersen. It is an excellent 
sourcebook. Trudla Malinkowa has collected images of monuments, headstones and 
memorials that have been inscribed in Upper or Lower Sorbian, and gives a brief history 
of each person or event. 

Our Society purchased this book from the Texas Wendish Heritage Society Inc.  

Bei den katholischen Sorben by Matthias Bulang and Gerhard Werner 

The title translates as “Among the Catholic Sorbs”. The text is in German. The book 
is beautifully illustrated throughout with colour photographs which take readers on a 
journey to this picturesque region. The photographs testify to a living faith that is reflected 
in customs such as the Easter Riding, but also in daily life. Gerhard Werner, contemplating 
his homeland, remarks, “I like this Sorbian land and its people. Here I am at home; for me, 
this is a piece of heaven on earth.”

Jutry doma Osterreiten by Maćij Bulank

This book documents the Sorbian custom of Easter Riding: the centuries-old Catholic 
tradition of men riding horseback in procession from village to village on Easter Sunday 
to spread the message of the Resurrection. The text is in Sorbian. The book is beautifully 
illustrated with colour photographs throughout. 

Křižerske: Ralbičanskeje wosady

This is a hymnbook used by the Easter Riders from Ralbitz (Rosenthal), a municipality in 
the district of Bautzen. The Easter Riders, primarily Catholic Sorbs, carry hymnbooks in 
their own language. Each village contributes its own hymns.  

We thank Dawid Statnik, Chairman of the Domowina, for generously donating the above 
3 books to our Society. He presented the books to Betty Huf during the 2025 Easter Tour in 
Lusatia. Dawid Statnik is also an Easter Rider, having the honour of carrying the Crucifix 
for the procession.

 
Our Library at 12 Surrey Street, Box Hill South, Victoria is open by appointment. 
Please contact the Secretary. See page 12 for contact details. 

PHOTOS OF BOOK COVERS:  MICK AMPT
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Wendish Heritage Society Australia Inc ABN 78 951 996 351 Reg. A0031509R 
PO Box 4050, Box Hill South, Victoria 3128

Email: wensociety1@optusnet.com.au
Website: www.wendishheritage.org.au

The Wendish Heritage Society Australia Inc. does not accept responsibility for the opinions expressed or the accuracy of the statements 
made by authors of articles published in this newsletter.

Aims: The Wendish Heritage Society Australia Inc., researches and 
promotes the Wendish/Sorbian and Germanic heritage and family 
history in Australia.

Postal Address: P.O. Box 4050, Box Hill South, Victoria 3128

Meeting Room and Research Centre: St Aidan’s Community 
Centre, 12 Surrey St, Box Hill South, Victoria. (Melway 61 C1)

Hours: By appointment. Please contact the Secretary.

Our Society Logo: The logo, an Australian gum leaf and a 
Lusatian linden leaf, represent the connection between the Wendish 
descendants in Australia and the Sorbs in Lusatia.

Membership & Newsletter Subscription: $35 for single 
membership and $40 for joint membership for one calendar year 
due at the start of each year. The form is included in our September 
Newsletter for the following year. Additional donations can also 
be made for the expanding work of the Society and we thank most 
sincerely those of you who have made such generous donations.

Publicity: We welcome any publicity which you can give about our 
Society and its planned events.

Newsletter Design: Robyn Zwar Design, 
www.robynzwardesign.com

Newsletter Editor: Glenys Wollermann
Librarian: Janice Blackburn
 
Office Bearers:
President: Betty Huf, PO Box 26, Tarrington, Vic 3301  
Mobile 0439 724 959 Email: bettyhuf@outlook.com 

Vice-President and Computer and Website Consultant:  
Mick Ampt, Mobile 0434 149 045  
Email: mickampt@aussiebb.com.au

Secretary: Glenys Wollermann, 22 Bellara Street,  
Doncaster, Vic 3108. Tel: 03 9891 6652  
Email: wensociety1@optusnet.com.au

Treasurer: Robert Wuchatsch, Stony Rises Homestead,  
2020 Princes Hwy, Pirron Yallock, Vic 3249.  
Mobile: 0400 127 830 Email: robert.wuchatsch@gmail.com 

Committee Members:
Alexandra Frew: Email: amf8@bigpond.com

Jenny Gellatly: 189 Mont Albert Rd, Canterbury, Vic. 3126. 
Email: jengell1@bigpond.com

Catherine Gosling: Mobile 0419 007 689  
Email: cgosling2022@gmail.com

Colin Huf: same address as Betty Huf.  
Email: colinhuf@westvic.com.au
Clay Kruger: Good Shepherd Retirement Village, 
Unit 16/1–5 City Road, Ringwood, Vic 3134  
Tel: 03 8838 8737 Email: krugerclay35@gmail.com

Beryl Nagorcka: 39 Kenilworth Crescent, Glen Waverley,  
Vic 3150 Tel: 9802 6487 Email: bnagorcka@bigpond.com

Moira Nagorcka: same address as Beryl Nagorcka.  
Email: magina@bigpond.com

Bronwyn Schier: 4/1 Park Avenue, Glen Huntly, Vic 3163  
Mobile 0419 151 305 
Email: bschier@bigpond.net.au

Directory

Theatre on the Road in Upper Lusatia
We thank Trudla Malinkowa for the following 
information: 
The world premiere of Won do swěta (Out into 
the world), a theatrical performance about Wendish 
emigrants to Texas and to Australia in the 19th century, 
will be held on 18 October 2025 in Radibor. 

The play is in Upper Sorbian, with simultaneous 
translation into German. Further performances will 
be held on 25 October in Dreikretscham and on 2 
November in Crostwitz. The development of the play 
was supported by the Foundation for the Wendish/
Sorbian People, as there is still a lot of interest in the 
Wendish emigration story in Lusatia.

Birthday Greetings to Clay Kruger
Congratulations to our Society’s stalwart, Clay Kruger, 
who celebrated his 93rd birthday on 23 July 2025.

We are very grateful to Clay for 
his many years of loyal service and 
for his willingness to continue in 
his role as Assistant Treasurer, 
along with many other tasks 
behind the scenes. 

He keeps up with the latest 
technology and knows how to 
use it to the best advantage. He 

remains an inspiration to us all! We wish Clay good 
health and happiness always. 

General news


