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You are warmly invited, along with family and 
friends, to attend our tour to the Ararat and Stawell 
areas of Victoria, from Monday 4 May to Thursday 8 
May 2026.  

You may choose to participate in all or part of the 
Tour.  We will be based in Ararat, visiting Stawell 
on Tuesday 5 May and Ararat on Wednesday 6 May.  
See itinerary and booking details on page 2.

Clockwise: 1. Part of the Les Kossatz sheep sculpture (see p.10).  2. & 3.  Detail of Sorbian costume embroidery (see p.8).  
4. Sorbian visitors from Werben, Anna Hotzan and Vera Guttke (see p.3). 
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Ararat 
Stawell

-

AGM -

Please make your own arrangements for accommo-
dation in Ararat.
Please book by Monday 20 April 2026 with Alex Frew.
Email: amf8@bigpond.com 
Mobile: 0407 542 702 
More detailed information will be provided closer to the 
time, to those who book. 
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-

-

Altern
 below. 

“I, …………………., being a paid member of the 
Wendish Heritage Society Aust. Inc., am una-
ble to attend the AGM to be held on Saturday 
31 May 2025. I appoint …………………… as my 
proxy to vote on my behalf at the meeting.”

you must sign -

Contact: Glenys Wollermann (Secretary)
Tel: (03) 9891 6652
Email: g.wollermann@y7mail.com
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Zwar

Date: Saturday 3 October 2026.
Venue: Gavan Hall, next to Saint Matthew’s Church,  
72 High St., Broadford, Vic. 
Details: Please arrive around 11.00am. Formalities 
will take place from 11.30am–12.30pm, followed by a 
sandwich lunch.
RSVP: 18 September 2026. 
Contact Nick Zwar by email nicholasz1959@gmail.com 
or by text to mobile 0417 063 061.
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Save the date!
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Two young Wendish women, Anna Hotzan and 
ra Guttke, visited Australia from Werben in the 

Spreewald region of Germany. They travelled in 
South Australia, Victoria, New South Wales and 
Queensland. 

In Victoria, they were hosted by Betty and Colin 
Huf in Tarrington, Margaret and Jeff Gork in 
Ballarat, and Alexandra rew and her husband Mark 
in Melbourne. Jenny Gellatly and Meg Huebner 
took the girls on a trip to Broken Hill in New South 
Wales, giving them an experience of the Outback. 
We are grateful to all those who generously hosted 
the two young women and showed them interesting 
sites. 

Anna and Vera were Guest Speakers at our Annual 
Luncheon (see Report pp.4–7). While in Melbourne, 
they gave a talk to a class of German students at 
Monash University and were also interviewed (in 
German) on the SBS Radio German Program. There 
were many other highlights during their travels.

We are grateful to them for raising the awareness 
of Wendish culture and heritage in the community. 

We thank Anna and Vera for the following article: 

-

-
Great Ocean 

Road -
-

-

Great Barrier Reef Sydney 

One of the highlights for Anna and Vera was their Sydney Harbour kayak experience, where they paddled under the 
Bridge and alongside the Opera House.  Inset:  Anna and Vera at the departure gate, Tullamarine Airport, Melbourne, 
on 13 February 2026.  



Opera House

-

-
-
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This event was very successful. We were very pleased 
to welcome two visitors from Werben in Lower 
Lusatia as our Guest Speakers: Anna Hotzan and Vera 
Guttke. They gave a PowerPoint presentation and 
showed a “Welcome to Werben” video, taking view-
ers on a journey through Werben as it is today. 

We thank John Noack for the following report: 

-
Borrack Dahlitz/

Dalitz Domaschenz Duschka/Duschke Gardi
Gulbin Habner Handreck Jaric Kamenka
Koalick Kolosche/Kollosche Kschammer Lewitzka
Lucas Materna Matschke Modra Rapko Salmann
Scheetz Schiemenz Schilka Schuppan Starick
Twartz Vogt Warmo

Top: Upper Lusatian costume dolls; Secretary/Editor 
Glenys Wollermann cutting her 70th birthday cake.  
Below: Wendish display table at the Annual Luncheon.  



Wjerbno

Fussballgirls -

Jarick -

Melnikov
Hotzan We would like to show you just how beau-
tiful our village is by taking you on a journey through 
our home Gutshäuser

Gutshaus 
Seydlitz -

Top: Guests enjoying the Annual Luncheon. Foreground front left: John Noack opposite Rob Wuchatsch. 
Front right: Clay Kruger opposite Beryl Nagorcka and Richard Albert, with Ruby Groves on the end seat. 
Below left: Alex Frew, Jenny Gellatly and Meg Huebner at the Luncheon. Right: Vera Guttke informing guests of 
Easter Traditions in Lusatia. 



Ortschronistin -
Gürnth

-

Kita Pusteblume

Gemüsekirche

Hotel Zum Stern -

Un-Kraut-Laden
ranke

Agrargenossenschaft

Landtechnischer 
Heimathof

 Schilka

Das 
Backstübchen

-

-

-
Brama

Rubyn

2025 Easter Tour group members meeting Anna and 
Vera in the Lutheran Church in Werben.  It is nicknamed 
“vegetable church” because its ceiling is decorated with 
paintings of the vegetables, herbs and fruits grown in the 
district.  
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Wentow
Ramoth Gollasch Bubner

Guttke Bramke Kossatz 
Noack -

Maibaum Hahnrupfen 

Maibaum

Hahnrupfen

König Kral
kokot

Ball der 
Vereine

Fussballgirls Ball der Vereine
Hotel 

Zum Stern
-

Our village is shaped by the people who live here. In 
Werben we preserve the old, live in the present and cre-
ate new traditions for the future. Na Zase Jwizenje! 
(Discover this for yourself!)

We thank Catherine Gosling for these related links: 
- -

- -
- - -

Top: The angel font in the Lutheran Church in Werben 
is suspended from the ceiling. When it is lowered for 
baptisms, a bowl of water is placed in the wreath that the 
angel is holding. Ancestors who emigrated from Werben 
were probably baptised here. 
Below: A map of Lower and Upper Lusatia showing 
major towns and cities and the costumes of those areas. 



-

We thank Anna Hotzan and Vera Guttke for the 
following information regarding the costume’s 
provenance:

Jarick

Jank

-

Kossick

Chilla

Hotzan Jarick

Jarick Chilla

-
-

Below: Vera Guttke modelling the Sorbian costume of 
the Werben area; President Betty Huf presenting gifts to 
Anna and Vera at the Luncheon.  Right: Detail of the 
lace and embroidery on the headscarf. 
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Wheel Tracks: The History of Waltanna 
Tractors: The James Nagorcka Story

Nagorcka -

Gottorp Zbierski

Peitz

-

We thank Ashleigh McIntosh for the following extracts 
from her book review: 

Wheel 
Tracks -

-

-

-

-
Menzel

Wheel Tracks

-

 
Wheel Tracks is available for purchase from the online 
store [see www.waltannafarms.com.au] for $66 plus 
postage, or phone 0355 733 392 to place an order. 
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Saischowa

Kossatz

Luzyca
-



We thank John Noack for the following article: 

Kossatz

-

- Les Kossatz: The Art of 
Existence

-

John Noack’s Tribute to Artist and Sculptor Les Kossatz 
is published on our website. 
See www.wendishheritage.org/articles 

The following is an earlier obituary for Les Kossatz, 
written by John Noack in March 2011:
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-

-

Opening Ground 
Country Grass 1970

Forgotten Landscape 1972

-

-



Squatter: Ram in a Chair 1983

-

Am Zoo Berlin -

-

Postcards on Religion

The Art of Existence

Les Kossatz: The Art of Existence

The Art of Existence

Les Kossatz: 
The Art of Existence -

-

NB: Les Kossatz’s sheep sculptures are currently on long-
term display at the Heide Museum of Modern Art, 
having been moved from Arts Centre Melbourne during 
the Melbourne Arts Precinct Transformation Project. 
Twenty stained glass windows, made by Les Kossatz, 
feature in The Religious Centre at Monash University, 
Clayton campus.

L to R:  1.“Coming and Going”, Les Kossatz’s 1982 sheep sculpture, originally displayed at the Arts Centre Melbourne. 
2. Les Kossatz in his studio in Carlton, Victoria, in March 2009.  3 & 4. Les Kossatz’s stained glass windows in The 
Religious Centre at Monash University, Clayton campus.
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The Wendish Heritage Society Australia Inc. does not accept responsibility for the opinions expressed or the accuracy of the statements 
made by authors of articles published in this newsletter.

Betty (Elizabeth  Habel) and Colin Huf sign the Register after their 
marriage at the Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd in Hamilton, 
Victoria, on 20 December 1975.  


